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Interpretation by Deepseek:

As of my knowledge cutoff in October 2023, **Stellar Protocol 20** refers to a proposed
upgrade to the Stellar blockchain network. Stellar Protocol upgrades introduce new features,
improvements, or fixes to the network. Here’s what we know about Protocol 20 (often
abbreviated as **CAP-20** in the Stellar ecosystem):

---

### **Key Features of Protocol 20**
1. **Soroban Smart Contracts**:
  - Protocol 20 is closely tied to **Soroban**, Stellar’s new smart contract platform. Soroban
aims to bring scalable, developer-friendly smart contracts to Stellar, enabling decentralized
applications (dApps) and complex financial use cases.
  - It introduces a WebAssembly (WASM)-based runtime, allowing developers to write smart
contracts in languages like Rust and AssemblyScript.

2. **Enhanced Scalability**:
  - Protocol 20 includes optimizations to handle higher transaction throughput and reduce
latency, making Stellar more competitive with other smart contract platforms.

3. **Resource Management**:
  - A new fee model and resource limits (e.g., CPU, memory) are introduced to prevent network
spam and ensure fair resource allocation for smart contracts.

4. **Backward Compatibility**:
  - The upgrade is designed to maintain compatibility with existing Stellar features like the Stellar
Consensus Protocol (SCP) and asset issuance.

---

### **Why Protocol 20 Matters**
- **Smart Contracts**: Before Protocol 20, Stellar primarily focused on simple transactions (e.g.,
payments, asset swaps). Protocol 20 unlocks programmable DeFi, NFTs, and more.
- **Ecosystem Growth**: By supporting smart contracts, Stellar aims to attract developers and
projects to its network, competing with platforms like Ethereum, Solana, or Algorand.

---

### **Timeline**
- Protocol 20 was part of Stellar’s long-term roadmap, with testing and phased rollouts planned
for 2023. However, **activation dates depend on validator voting** (Stellar’s decentralized
governance).
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- For the latest updates, check the official [Stellar Development Foundation](https://stellar.org)
announcements or the [Stellar Community GitHub](https://github.com/stellar).

---

If you’re a developer or user, Protocol 20 and Soroban represent a major evolution for Stellar.
Let me know if you’d like more details! ?
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